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Data of courses form

	Lecturer’s name:  Zoltán Jakab
Position:     Assistant professor
Organisation: Budapest University of Technology and Economics
Address: 2119 Pécel, Lázár Vilmos u. 11, Hungary
e-mail address: zjakab@cogsci.bme.hu
Homepage: http://www.cogsci.bme.hu/eng/Tag.php?tip=1&nev=Jakab%20Zolt%E1n



	Title of the course: Topics in cognitive development



	Detailed syllabus of the course, with topics addressed in each 90 minutes lecture (less than 2 pages):

The goal of the present course is twofold. First we shall overview the most important areas of cognitive development, then we take a more in-depth look at two topics in particular: early perceptual development on the one hand, and the development of the self and social understanding on the other. The general overview will take up the first two days, whereas the third and fourth days will be devoted to our specialized topics. The course will consist of lectures and student presentations: following the lectures on Wednesday and Thursday we shall discuss two influential papers related to the day’s topic. Friday will be a written exam based on the four papers presented and the course notes which are the ppt slides for the lectures in printed form. 

Topics covered:

Monday: 

(1) Perceptual development

(2) Piaget’s view of cognitive development, and Vygotsky’s critique

Tuesday:

(3) The development of attention, memory, and problem solving

(4) Language acquisition

Wednesday:

(5) Early perceptual development 

(6) Student presentations and discussion

Thursday: 

(7) Mentalization: early development of the self and social understanding

(8) Student presentations and discussion



	Background information on the web (optional):




	Short CV (less than half page):
MA in Psychology, in 1990 Loránd Eötvös University

PhD in Cognitive Science in 2001, Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada

Postdoctoral fellow at Rutgers University, New Jersey, 2001-2003

Postdoctoral fellow at the Budapest University of Technology and Economics, 2003-2006
Assistant professor, Budapest University of Technology and Economics, 2006-


	Important publications (5-10):

Jakab, Z., Wenzel, K. (2006). Hue discrimination beyond 700 nm – a potential indicator of tetrachromacy? CIE x030:2006 - Proceedings volume of the ISCC/CIE Expert Symposium ’06 162-167.
Jakab, Z. (2006). Revelation and normativity in visual experience. Canadian Journal of Philosophy, 36 (1) 25-56.

Jakab, Z. (2005). Opponent processing, linear models, and the veridicality of color perception. in Cognition and the Brain: The Philosophy and Neuroscience Movement, edited by Kathleen Akins and Andrew Brook, Cambridge University Press 336-378.

Jakab, Z. (2003). Phenomenal Projection. Psyche, 9(04), January 2003
(http://psyche.cs.monash.edu.au/articles/jakab/index.html)

Jakab, Z. (2003). Intrinsic colors – and what it is like to see them. In Mausfeld R., and Heyer, D. (Eds.): Colour Perception: Mind and the Physical World. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 303-306.

Jakab, Z. (2000). Ineffability of qualia: a straightforward naturalistic explanation. Consciousness and Cognition, 9 (3), 329-351


	Anything else (course requirements, readings list, etc):

Readings:
Atkinson, J., Braddick O (2003). Neurobiological models of normal and abnormal visual development. In Michelle de Haan, Mark H. Johnson (ed.) The cognitive Neuroscience of development Psychology Press, Taylor and Francis Group 43-71

Kovács I. (ed.): Visual integration: development and impairments, Akadémiai Kiadó, 2004, 59-84
Leslie, A. (1987). Pretence and Representation: The Origins of ”Theory of Mind”, Psychological Review, 94 (4) 412-426

Perner, J., Baker, S., Hutton, D. (1994). Prelief: The Conceptual Origins of Belief and Pretence In Lewis C., Mitchell, P. (ed.) Children's Early Understanding of Mind - Origins and Development Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Hillsdale, USA, 261- 293
Further readings:

Cosmides L., Tooby, J. (2000). Consider the Source: The Evolution of Adaptations for Decoupling and Metarepresentation, in Dan Sperber (ed.):  Metarepresentations – A Multidisciplinary Perspective, Oxford University Press, Oxford

DeVilliers, J., G, DeVilliers, P., A. (2003). Language for Thought: Coming to Understand False Beliefs, in: Dedre Gentner and Susan Goldin-Meadow (ed.) Language in Mind, Cambridge Mass. MIT Press

Flavell, J., Green, F., L., Flavell, E., R., Lin, N., T. (1999). Development of Children’s Knowledge about Unconsciousness, Child Development, 70 (2) 396-412.

Hulme, S., Mitchell, P., Wood, D. (2003). Six-year-olds’ difficulties handling handling intensional contexts, Cognition, 87, 73-99
Gergely, G. (2002). The development of understanding self and agency. (pp. 26-46) In U. Goshwami (Ed.) Blackwell Handbook of Childhood Cognitive Development, Oxford: Blackwell.

Leslie, A. (1994). Pretending and believing: issues in the theory of ToMM, Cognition, 50, 211-238
Leslie, A. (2000). How to Acquire a Representational Theory of Mind, in Dan Sperber (ed.):  Metarepresentations – A Multidisciplinary Perspective, Oxford University Press, Oxford
Leslie, A. (2000). “Theory of Mind” as a Mechanism of Selective Attention. In Michael S. Gazzaniga (ed.), The New Cognitive Neurosciences, Cambridge Mass. MIT Press

Leslie, A. (2002). Pretense and Representtaion Revisited, in Nancy L. Stein, Patricia J. Bauer, Mitchell Rabinowitz (ed.): Representation, Memory and Development – Essays in Honor of Jean Mandler, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Mahwah, NJ, London
Onishi, K., H., Baillargeon, R., Leslie, A. (2007). 15-month-infants detect violations in pretend scenarios




