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Data of courses form

	Lecturer’s name: Gábor Forrai

Position: Professor

Organisation: University of Miskolc, History of Philosophy Dept.

Address: 1027 Budapest, Margit krt. 64/a, Hungary

e-mail address: gabor.forrai@upcmail.hu

Homepage: www.uni-miskolc.hu/~filtort/forrai/FGang.htm 




	Title of the course: Philosophy of Language




	Detailed syllabus of the course, with topics addressed in each 90 minutes lecture (less than 2 pages):

1. Syntax. Basic concepts: syntax, semantics, pragmatics. Creativity, systematicity. Compositionality. Language as system of symbols. Sketch of a theory of syntax, rewriting rules, syntactic trees. Chomsky’s theory: innatism, the main arguments. [Sect. 1.3., 2.1-2., pp. 6-9, 13-16]

2. Semantics I. Syntax and semantics: views on their relationship. Direct reference theories. Semantic types. Names, predicates, sentential connectives. Quantifiers and scope. [Sect. 3.1-2.; pp. 29-45]

3. Semantics II. Russell on definite descriptions. Indirect reference. Frege’s puzzle. Fregean senses. 

4. Semantics III. Developing senses for different semantic types. Opaque contexts: their characteristics and kinds. [Sect. 4.1-2.; pp. 63-77]

5. Semantics IV. Possible world semantics, intensions for various semantic types. Application to modal and propositional attitude contexts. Rigid designation. [Sect. 4.3.; pp. 77-87]

6. Knowledge of meaning I. The idea theory of the empiricists. Grice: natural vs. non-natural meaning; sentence   meaning, utterance meaning and speaker meaning. [Sect. 6.1-3., pp. 99-109]

7. Knowledge of meaning II. The language of thought hypothesis: the background. arguments for and against; alternatives. [Sect 7.1., pp. 111-19]

8. Knowledge of meaning III. Quine’s meaning nihilism: background; attack on analyticity, the radical indeterminacy of reference. [Sect 8.3., 9.5., pp. 142-46, 160-66.]

9. The use of language I. Indexicals: context, circumstance, character and content; comparison of indexicals, definite descriptions and proper names. 

10. The use of language II. Speech act theory. Austin’s distinction between constative and performative. Success conditions. Searle’s speech act theory. Rules for illocutionary acts. [Sect. 9.4., pp. 155-60]

11. The use of language III. Grice on conversational implicature. Metaphor: non-literal meaning, compressed simile or strategy of comprehension. [Sect. 10.1-2., pp. 167-178. ]

12. Language and Community I. Lewis’s theory convention, and its applicability to language. Wittgenstein’s and Kripke’s private language argument. [Sect. 11.1-2., pp. 184-88.]

13. Language and Community II. Intention vs. convention. Review. [Sect. 11. 3.; pp. 188-94.]

The readings are from Robert J. Stainton’s Philosophical Perspectives on Language (Broadview Press, 1996).


	Background information on the web (optional):




	Short CV:

1985: MA in philosophy, Eötvös University

1987-88: visiting graduate student at Oxford University

1993: PhD in philosophy, University of Notre Dame 

1994-97: fellow at Institute of Philosophy of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences

                   associate professor at the University of Miskolc (part time)

1997-: associate professor, from 2002 full professor at the University of Miskolc 

2000: Mellon fellowship at the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities

2003: Humboldt fellowship at the University of Marburg


	Important publications (5-10):

1. Rudolf Carnap (in Hungarian), Budapest: Kossuth, 1984.

2. Reference, Truth and Conceptual Schemes: A Defense of Internal Realism, Dordrecht/ Boston/ London: Kluwer, 2001.

3. Willard Van Orman Quine: From Experience to Science (selected papers in Hungarian), editor and author of the introduction: 7-59, Budapest: Osiris, 2002.

4. The Doctrine of Signs: Locke’s Metaphysics and Epistemology (in Hungarian), Budapest: L’Harmattan, 2005.

5. Intentionality: Past and Future, co-editor with George Kampis, Amsterdam: Rodopi, 2005.

6. Philosophy of Mind: A Reader (in Hungarian), co-editor with G. Ambrus, T. Demeter and J. Tőzsér, Budapest: L’Harmattan, 2009.



	Anything else (course requirements, readings list, etc):




