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Data of courses form

	Lecturer’s name:  Lilia Gurova
Position:     Associate Professor           

Organisation:    New Bulgarian University, Department of Cognitive Science and Psychology    

Address:        21 Montevideo Str., 1618 Sofia, Bulgaria.        

e-mail address:    lgurova@nbu.bg 
Homepage:   http://www.nbu.bg/cogs/cvs/gurova.html



	Title of the course:  Concepts and Categorization



	Detailed syllabus of the course, with topics addressed in each 90 minutes lecture (less than 2 pages):

Day 1: Introduction: what concepts and categories are
1. The ontology of concepts: concepts as mental representations, concepts as abilities, concepts as abstract objects.
2. The two basic functions of concepts: categorization and reasoning.
3. A brief history of the categorization debate in cognitive science.
Readings: [Laurence & Margolis, 2006], [Smith & Medin, 1981, Chapters 1 & 2], [Gurova, 2003].
Day 2: The most important experimental findings in the study of categorization
4. Typicality and exemplar effects .
5. Knowledge effects, basic level effects.
6. The effects of category structure: dense and sparse categories.
Readings: [Murphy, 2002, Chapters 2, 4, 6, 7], [Sloutsky, 2008].
Day 3: Conceptual change and conceptual development
7. Theories of conceptual change. 
8. Case studies of conceptual change: the concept of acid, the concept of decease.
9. Conceptual development 
Readings: [Thagard, 1999], [Thagard, 1992, Chapters 1-3], [Murphy, 2002, Chapters 9 & 10].
Day 4: Conclusion: the present state of categorization debate
10. The role of theories, computational models, and experiments.
11. Written exam (test).
12. Oral exam.
Readings: [Murphy, 2002, Chapter 13]
The students will be provided with a CD containing the recommended texts.



	Background information on the web (optional): 

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/concepts/



	Short CV (less than half page):
Academic Degrees

· M. Sc. in Electronics, 1981, Technical University, Sofia; (with honors).

· Ph. D. in Philosophy, 1988, Institute of Philosophy, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.
Research Interests

· Cognitive science: concepts and categorization; conceptual change.

· History and Philosophy of Science: theory-models relations; causal inference; conceptual change in history of science; history of cognitive science and psychology. 

· Epistemology and Philosophy of Mind: epistemic and non-epistemic justification of knowledge, epistemic standards, the mind-body problem; representationalism and its alternatives.
Research Grants

· Individual Research Support Scheme Grant (CEU/RSS No:684/1994) for the project “Belief in Reason, Belief against Reason”;

· Individual Research Support Scheme Grant (OSSF/RSS No:1542/1999) for the project “Transformations of meaning in periods of change”;

· Visiting Research Fellowship of the Center for Philosophy of Science at University of Pittsburgh (January-April, 2006) for the project “The Interplay of Theories, Models and Experiments in the Dynamics of Scientific Knowledge”
Coordination of International Projects

· Main coordinator of series of CEEPUS projects “Central and East European Network for Cognitive Science and Related Disciplines” (Network No BG-0104); 1999 - 2005.

· Coordinator for NBU of a CEEPUS II project “Cognitive Science, Knowledge Studies, and Knowledge Technologies” (Network No CII-AT-0103); 2006-2008.

· Coordinator of a Fifth Framework Programme project “Integration of Central and East European Centre for Cognitive Science into the European Cognitive Science Research Area” (EUROCOG – Contr. No QLG4-CT-2002-90459); 2003 -2005.
· Coordinator of a BG-CZ research project “Representation and Inference” supported by Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and Academy of Sciences of Czech Republic.



	Important publications (5-10):
Gurova, L. (2009). Sparse and Dense Categories: What They Tell Us about Natural Kinds. (In press.)

Gurova, L. (2008). Assuming Essences and Refuting Them. In: Raynova, I., Petrov, V. (Eds.). Being and Knowledge in Postmetaphysical Context. Wien: Institut fűr Axiologische Forschungen, pp. 103-109.
Gurova, L. (2003). Philosophy of Science Meets Cognitive Science: The Categorization Debate.  In: Boston Studies in the Philosophy of Science, vol.236. Dordrecht: Kluwer, 141-162.

Gurova, L. (2001). O perspectivă Piagetiană asupra categorizării. Revista de Filosofie, v. XLVIII, 3-4, 275-281. 
Gurova, L. (1996). The Shifts of the Mind-Body Problem in the Field of Cognitive Science. In: B. Kokinov, ed. Perspectives on Cognitive Science. Vol.2, NBU, Sofia, 176-179.
Gurova, L. (1986). A Possible Approach to the History of Unsolved Problems. The Frame Problem. In: Struktur und Dynamik Wissenschaftlicher Theorien. Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang, 217-237.



	Anything else (course requirements, readings list, etc):

Reading list (the core readings are given in bold):

Cohen, H., Lefebvre, C. (Eds.) (2005). Handbook of Categorization in Cognitive Science. Amsterdam: Elsevier.

Fodor, J. (1998). Concepts. Where Cognitive Science Went Wrong. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
Fodor, J. (2004). Having Concepts: A Brief refutation of the 20th Century. Mind and Language, 19 (1), 29-112.
Gurova, L. (2003). Philosophy of science meets cognitive science: the categorization debate.  In: Boston Studies in the Philosophy of Science, vol.236. Dordrecht: Kluwer, 141-162.

Laurence, S., Margolis, E. (2006). Concepts. In: Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/concepts/.
Margolis, E., Laurence, S. (Eds.) (1999). Concepts. Core Readings. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press.
Murphy, G. (2002). The Big Book of Concepts. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press.

Smith, E., Medin, D. (1981). Categories and Concepts. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Sloutsky, V. (2008). What’s Behind Different Kinds of Kinds: Effects of Statistical Density on Learning and Representation of Categories. Journal of Experimental Psychology: General. (In press).
Thagard, P. (1992). Conceptual Revolutions. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press.
Thagard, P. (1999). The Concept of Decease. In: Van Loocke, P. (Ed.) The Nature of Concepts. London: Routledge.
Woo-Kyong, A, et al. (Eds.) (2005). Categorization Inside and Outside the Laboratory. Essays in Honor of D. Medin. Washington: American Psychological Association.

Note:  the students will be provided with a CD containing  a selection of reading texts.
Assessment:

20% -  participation in the group discussions.

40% - written examination (test)

40% - oral examination



